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Abstract

The research was based on finding the causes of the low literacy rate of females at the
secondary level in Panjgur, which is a very effective and important parameter for measuring a
society's social development. Literacy also explains the fundamental reasons for social problems
like political unawareness, crime rate, and terrorism, which have become cancer. Qualitative data
and thematic analysis were applied. Semi-structured is used for the data collection process. The
study's findings concerned these major issues: Poverty, Lack of awareness, Gender discrimination,
Government mismanagement, and lack of awareness. Respondents from two government girls'
schools of Municipal Committee Khudabadan District Panjgur were chosen. Most respondents
opined that poverty was the major reason and linked it with the government's responsibility to
eliminate poverty. The second major reason that people opined was gender discrimination. They
believed there was a need for a social and religious campaign to avoid further damage in this
regard. Apart from the semi-structured interviews were conducted. They said lack of awareness
was a major reason behind low literacy. After reviewing the opinions of teachers, parents, and
students, we conclusively conclude that though core causes exist, the country's illiteracy
elimination needs a huge state-sponsored effort. This study critically analysed poverty, gender
discrimination, and government mismanagement as the most important reasons. Governments
should undertake multi-pronged policies in this regard, with a particular focus on excluding
finance from education, either directly or indirectly, and also need to use the services of religious

scholars to spread the message about the importance of education.
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Introduction

The literacy rate in Pakistan in the 2022 province -for males and females has improved
by 58% to 70%. The 2021-22 survey indicates that Pakistan's literacy rate is at a standstill.
Female primary level enrolment remained between 54 and 57 percent. In contrast, the male

statistics have improved during the last three years. According to current facts and data,
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Pakistan's overall enrolment rate is 97,462,900, with primary enrolment at 22650000 and post-
secondary enrolment at 2884400 and 1949000, respectively (Akhtar, 2022). Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has a 55.3% primary level enrolment rate, whereas Punjab has a 67.7% statistic. In
2018, Balochistan's literacy rate was 55.5% of the public rate, while Sindh's was 62.2% (Akhtar,
2022). A persistent and significant problem in Balochistan is the low literacy rate. The lowest
literacy rate among all provinces is found in Balochistan. In Balochistan, 44% of people are
illiterate, despite the fact that those that are literate cannot write or read. One of the things that
can destroy a nation's social and economic fabric is illiteracy. Everyone has the right to a good
education, but in Balochistan, nobody receives one. This is due to unemployment, poverty, and
crime in the province. As a result, we may not see high-quality illiteracy in Balochistan, which is a
very bad situation because no one is paying attention to our province. As a result, Balochistan
suffers greatly in all areas, particularly in the education sector. This study looks into the reasons
behind the poor secondary literacy rate among females in the Panjgur district. According to this
viewpoint, literacy is a human right, a tool for empowering oneself, and a way to advance society
and humanity, according to the official report (UNESCO, 2010). Literacy is essential for
educational opportunities. In order to eradicate poverty, lower the child mortality rate, slow down
population growth, achieve gender equality, and guarantee sustainable development, peace, and
democracy, literacy is essential and should be a fundamental component of all basic education.
According to Nelson Mandela, education is the most effective means of persuading people to
modernize the globe. According to the UNDP (2011) and UNESCO (2000) reports, Pakistan is
confronted with issues in the areas of reproduction, poverty, and health as a result of the unequal
educational attainment of women, which eventually contributes to the low literacy rate among

women.

In male-dominated society, women have been portrayed as a submissive, home-bound,
sensitive, and less intelligent group. In a same vein, they are discouraged, humiliated, and under
pressure to pursue education. Consequently, women are denied the most important right to
receive an education. The claim that education is the primary driver of a nation's progress is
accurate. According to Veenhoven (2010), the real state of education in Pakistan presents a
depressing picture, especially in the Province of Balochistan, where 70% of girls drop out of
school and education is appalling. This ultimately results in a low literacy rate among women. For
people and societies in Balochistan, the low female literacy percentage represents a significant
educational loss. In Balochistan, the government has tried to provide increased access to and
involvement in the educational system. District Panjgur has been dealing with a poor literacy rate
among female secondary school pupils, similar to other districts in Balochistan Province. The

literature shows that less studies have been done to look at the reasons behind the low secondary
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school literacy rate among females. The goal of the study is to identify the contributing factors to
the female student dropout rate in the specified district. Thus, this study investigates the reasons
behind Panjgur's low female student literacy rate. This research closes the gaps by examining the
goal of the study is to identify the contributing factors to the female student dropout rate in the
specified district. Thus, this study investigates the reasons behind Panjgur's low female student
literacy rate. By examining the factors causing the low literacy rate among female students in the

Panjgur district's secondary schools, this study closes the gaps.

Research Methodology

The related study used a qualitative approach. In order to bring female students'
enrolment process into functional schools or learning settings, the study sought to investigate the
factors or causes of their low literacy rate. By using a qualitative design, the researcher was able
to conduct interviews to investigate and uncover new ideas, people, perspectives, and experiences
(Fielded, 2021). The population is the collection of people or participants from which an
investigator or researcher obtains data to fill in the blanks. Creswell (2004). The population of the
current research study was female students, the head teachers, and the parents of secondary-level
students in the district of Panjgur, Balochistan. Sampling is a method or approach whereby a
small portion of the target population is selected for additional study or inquiry in order to gather
the data needed to address the research topic. Convenience sampling was the sampling strategy
used by the researcher to select interview subjects. Eight people will be chosen as sample
interview subjects during the participant selection process. Two parents, two head teachers, two
pupils, and two teachers from two government girls' schools in the Municipal Committee
Khudabadan District of Panjgur will be among the participants in the sampling. In a qualitative
research study, six to twelve individuals can be used to provide detailed information about a
research topic (Johnson and Christenson, 2004). The researcher used a qualitative approach to
gather data. The aforementioned data gathering strategy was used to conduct semi-structured
interviews. Geroge (2022) claims that a semi-structured interview gathers information by posing
queries in a pre-established theme context. The researcher went on to say that semi-structured
interviews work well for gathering open-ended, qualitative data. Additionally, it examines the

participants' ideas, worries, feelings, and convictions around a specific subject.

In order to choose codes and create themes, qualitative data was analyzed and described
using a thematic analysis. The researcher adopted a question-by-question approach for analyzing
the gathered data because this approach is very fruitful for the researcher in organizing the data
across all respondents in two schools from Municipal Committee Khudabadan Panjgur to identify

similarities and differences. The audio recordings of the participants were transcribed. Data
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transcription is a part of this procedure. To identify the emergent themes, the researcher
contrasted and compared the data. Each participant's response was coded and verified by the
researcher. In order to identify and label concepts and phrases in interview transcriptions and
field notes, the researcher first identified the material, then coded it, and then described it, as

stated by Miles and Huberman (1994).

Ethical Consideration

The researcher will treat the respondents with respect and confidence. In this study, the
researcher will not put the participating respondents at risk of harm. The researcher will consider
the norms, values, and cultural aspects. No discloser of participant identity pseudonyms. Data will

be kept safe and

Findings and discussion

Theme 1: Ideas about Education

The theme ideas of education refer to what participants perceive about education, the
importance of education, and the process of education. The discussion below presents the
findings from the participants' perspectives.

A student in class 10th said that the basic need for education is necessary for every human
being. "Education is a basic need for every human; without education, every human is useless;
with education, you know the right path."” This shows that education is the first need of any human
being; without education, nobody can do anything useful in their entire life. Education shows you
the right and clear path to your destination easily. Another student gives me the same response
about the basic need for education. A parent of a class 9th student said education is very
important for all. "In my opinion, education is a fundamental need of human beings." Education
is forming a necessary base or core of every human being. One participant mentioned that
education is necessary for all, but some people do not give importance to female education and
do not know the changes that come due to education, stated.

"My opinion about education is this: education is necessary for all males and females, but
unfortunately, Panjguri people don't know the value of education. If a person is educated, they
can change the nation and the world."

A teacher added that the basic requirements of life, such as food, shelter, and education,

are also necessary for all human beings, male and female. Still, unluckily, the people of Panjgur do
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not know the importance of education. They do not know if a person who gets an education can
change the world.

Similarly, a teacher discusses her thoughts that education gives awareness and shows
you the right path and maintain your life by saying that;

Education makes you aware of what your rights are. If a person knows his rights, then
they know what is good or bad for them, and when they know what is good or bad for them, they
get a lot of chances; education shows you the right path a person properly maintain their life.

A teacher said education gives you knowledge about wrong and right. A person knows his
rights. They know their good and bad because getting an education gives them many chances in
life. Education makes you a good human and organizes your life.

Another student expressed her views in the same context that local people must be aware
of education: "We must make the local people aware that they must educate their children." Data
shows that it's necessary to give awareness to all people, male and female, about education in the
same context; the same student further added that males should give awareness to their families
and let them be educated. The department should conduct seminars and get together to educate
people about education.

In the same way, it is fascinating another student of class 9th who highlighted the process
of education knowledge with different resources.

Education is a process of learning, gaining, and getting knowledge from different sources
and generating new things. Education gives us new ideas and new and positive habits that make
our lives perfect.

Findings reveal that this student has identified the process of education. Education is a
series of actions or steps to achieve a particular end by getting knowledge or skills through
experience. Obtain knowledge from books from places from media from people arising new
things. Education makes your thoughts polish your personality clear, clean your habits, and make
your life as good as possible.

In addition to this, the parents of a student shared her views that education develops you
and gives you the solution to all your problems, which are daily basis involved in our life by saying
that;

[In my point of view, the education we take a human become fully developed means it

becomes fully prepared that whatever comes in life they take any decision, although there are a
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lot of problems in life an educated person can solve them in a good way and will spend their life
in a good way]

Data reveals that education makes you mature and ready to do any task that comes up in
life, regardless of how hard life is going . You make any decision because you have a lot of ideas.
You think wide even though there are a lot of issues in practical life as well-

An educated person can handle it in a good way and maintain their life in a better way.

In short, theme 1 reflected the basic need for education, to inform people about education
and the process of education to develop people to get an education.
Theme 2: benefits of education

The researcher interviewed the head teacher, teachers, parents, students, and public
sector staff members. They shared their ideas about the benefits of getting educated. Under theme
2, the benefits of education mean that societies with high educational completion rates have less
crime, better overall health, and civic involvement Poverty Reduction, Connecting Across
Borders, feeling of achievement, More Productivity, Better Communication, Ability to think
critically, identifying skills and You have more discipline.

According to a participant, there is great understanding and recognition between right and
wrong.

"Education helps us to understand the world better; by education, we could differentiate
between good and bad," Data says that education assists us in a clearer version of understanding
the world and the innate difference between good and bad.

Another participant shared her ideas about the condition of Panjgur's primary literacy rate.

In the same context, a participant said that parents did not allow girls to study in the past,
but now they will study.

"The female literacy rate in Panjgur is better than in the past because, in the past, parents
did not allow their females to study, but nowadays they are joining different institutions." This

means that most educated females in Panjgur are now finer than past parents who don't allow
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their girls to further education. They don't allow girls out of the city to study, but nowadays, there
are a lot of institutions where females are getting admitted to different courses and are satisfied.

Another participant elaborated her ideas in the same context: "The literacy rate in Panjgur
is much better than in the past. People are aware of education, and now people are competitive.
They know that without education, they cannot fulfil their wishes."

The ideas show that the literacy rate in Panjgur has improved much more than in the past.
People are conscious of education and strongly desire to be more successful than others. They
understand that without education, they cannot succeed in any field.

In conclusion, theme 2 discussed the benefits of getting an Education, Societies with high
educational completion rates, less crime, better overall health and civic involvement, Poverty
reduction, connecting across borders, feeling of achievement, more productivity, better
communication, ability to think critically, and identification skills.

Theme 3: Issues of female literacy /Education

. Financial issues
. Access [transport, issues]
. Family issues

Many females face a lot of issues and problems, and education for females in rural areas
and conservative societies is an even bigger challenge. There is a lack of schools and teachers in
rural areas; parents don't allow them to further studies; parents argue that they cannot afford to
send their children to school because of poverty, early marriage issues, and transport issues.

A participant shared her thoughts about challenges females face in their daily routines, such as
societal issues, financial issues, harassment cases, and transport issues.

"There are different challenges which are facing females such as our society norms and
values; people do not allow females due to financial problems, further harassment cases and
transport facilities."

Data shows many reasons for females to continue their studies and financial issues. Their
parents can't afford the school expenses because of poverty. Although we know that the
government provides free education, books are also freely provided by the government. Their
board fees and school are far from the house. They cannot go without a taxi, so they have little
money to hire a taxi for their children. Society creates rules that bind girls to study, which
negatively impacts them. Parents listen to society about harassment cases, and they become

afraid to send their girls out of home and out of the city. If a girl goes to school on foot, some boys
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follow her and tease her, and she is afraid and leaves the school. If someone is interested in
educating their female, there are transport issues.

Another participant expressed her views about family issues, such as lack of quality of
education, financial problems, security issues, and transport problems.

The majority of females have family issues because these families do not have educational
backgrounds, and if we see our society in Panjgur, there is no quality of education. Now that the
university is open, people are becoming aware of it. But still, if somebody cannot afford the
expenses of education, they cannot go further. Our environment is like a female cannot go
anywhere alone; there are security, transport, and pick-and-drop issues. These are the basic
challenges that females face.]

Data reveal that many females have family matters because their families do not have an
educational background. If we take the example of our area, Panjgur, there is no good education.
After opening a university, people are now aware of education. However, if anyone cannot afford
the college and university fees, they cannot continue their studies. Our surroundings are like that
afemale cannot go outside alone, there are security issues, and there are transport issues because
the schools and colleges are so far from their houses they cannot go on foot, which is a big
challenge for females.

In the same context, a student shared her view about financial issues in order to educate
their children. They give their full support to their males rather than females.

[If I see my own family and talk about that. They have financial issues with educating their
children, and it is common that if there is a brother and sister in the family, every parent in our
society first always supports their boys. They support girls if they want, and if they don't have
any financial issues, they support their girls. But they do more for their boys than girls.]

This statement shows that according to this student I see in my family and talk about
them, they have financial issues to educate their children, and it's very usual in our society, all
parents think the same if they have something, they invest in their boys their full support is only
for boys, if want to support their girls and have no any finical problem they support and invest
for their girls.

Another student gives her ideas that girls face

"So many challenges are there for girls' education and safety. They cannot go alone
anywhere, but boys can go. There are transport issues as well." The statement says there are
many problems with girls' education in society. Girls cannot go outside alone. Someone with her

parents must be afraid to send their females alone anywhere, but males can go alone anywhere,
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and there are transport issues. These problems are not giving females the path to educating
themself.

Another participant said that females are facing family issues and departmental problems.
Not everyone, but most women in our society, faces problems. They are not getting enough
opportunities.

[We see females' education and that they face many issues. For example, they have family
issues, departmental issues, and family members who are the owners of their homes, and from
all sides, they are facing problems. We cannot blame everybody, but most females face issues.
They do not have enough opportunities to complete their education.]

Data shows that if we see female education, females face a lot of problems like family
issues. Families are not supportive if they support and give permission to further studies and for
a job, but outside, females face so many issues like departmental problems. I am not blaming
everybody in our society, but the majority of females are suffering from these issues. There is no
sufficient chance to complete their education.

A teacher shares her ideas in the same context that early marriage is the biggest problem
for a female to continue their studies; having a lot of responsibilities, they can't further move on.

[In my opinion, the biggest challenge for girls is getting married early; it is the biggest
challenge, and they cannot continue their education. After marriage, they have a lot of
responsibilities which are necessary for them.]

The statement says that the biggest problem girls are facing is early marriage. Of course,
because of poverty, families have financial issues. They see their society as there is no security for
females, and if they allow for education, then the transportissue comes. Hence, they finally decide
that the best thing is that they should marry their girls, so at an early age, they marry their
females. After that, a girl wants to study, but the responsibilities don't allow them to go further.
In summary, theme 3 elaborates on females' major issues, like family, finances, transportation,
and early marriages.

Theme 4: opportunity for female education

Girls' educational power is cost-effective and reduces inequities. It contributes to more
stable and resilient societies that allow everyone, including boys and men, to realize their
potential. But girls' education isn't just about getting into school. According to the participant, she
said that because of conservative thoughts and not giving enough opportunities to girls, illiteracy
will end if girls are given the same level of opportunity.

[If I say in Panjgur, the illiteracy will never finish because if people want to finish illiteracy

from Panjgur, they first finish their conservative thoughts and give the same opportunity that is
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always given to boys. Try to bring the girls to the same level the boys already have. Then maybe
the illiteracy will finish from Panjgur.]

This finding shows that illiteracy will never end until the people of Panjgur finish their
negative thoughts from their minds. They must give the same possibilities that the boys have, and
they should try to bring the girls to the same level that the boys already have.

In short, theme 4 reflected that the opportunities to females, females must be given equal
opportunities which males get from society and their families.
Theme 5: ways to eliminate low literacy

To eliminate low literacy, we must find a way to finish low literacy without knowing
anything. The main factors responsible for low literacy levels attempt to solve these problems.
A student share her ideas about corruption and trained and honest teachers.

"Illiteracy can finish from Panjgur when corruption finished in the field of education.
When teachers are well trained and honest, also, education officers and when merit will be
restarted." data tells that illiteracy can end in Panjgur when corruption ends in the field of
education; for example, the selection of teachers is not in merit base. Unqualified teachers are
hired. When teachers are properly trained and honestly do their jobs sincerely, they perform their
responsibilities. Also, the educational officers do their duties properly and honestly and when the
merit will be revived.

In the same context, according to a participant, there are a lot of methods by which we
can finish illiteracy, like school facilities, transportation facilities, and career concealing in society.

"Several methods and techniques help us to educate or finish illiteracy from Panjgur, such
as the best school facilities, transportation facilities, and carriers concealed in a different society."
The statement says many methods and techniques help us educate or end Panjgur illiteracy, such
as the best school facilities, transportation facilities, and concealed careers in different societies.
Like building more schools and facilitating more and more schools and colleges, like providing
them with vans and buses, and society conducts meetings to help identify factors influencing your
career development and help the public about their interests, abilities, and values.

Another participant added that illiteracy would be finished, and the minister of Panjgur
would take positive steps to give to schools, colleges, etc. The main thing is that teachers do their
jobs sincerely.

[The illiteracy can be finished if the minister of Panjgur acts on it. The minister should give
schools, colleges, and universities in Panjgur to finish illiteracy. But the main thing is that the
teacher should educate the children.]

The statement says illiteracy will be finished in Panjgur if the minister takes serious

action. Panjgur minister provides more schools, colleges, and universities and posts good,
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qualified, educated teachers. And find all the ghost teachers and strictly tell them to do their
duties. Everybody should take responsibility sincerely, and then we will finish the illiteracy from
Panjgur.

In conclusion, theme 4 mentioned the causes of illiteracy in Panjgur. The main problem is
corruption; uneducated officers are higher in the educational department, untrained and
unqualified teachers are appointed, people don't know about education, and they must conduct
seminars about career counselling.

Discussion and conclusion

After a prolonged review of the findings and related opinions from various connected
sectors, I, the researcher, conclusively identify the causes and solutions for the low literacy rate of
female education at the secondary level in district Panjgur. However, various reasons and factors
are responsible for the phenomenon, such as sponsored efforts to eliminate illiteracy in district
Panjgur. Issues of female literacy are financial issues, security issues, transportation access, and
social norms and values, which have been inferred, investigated, and identified by participants
within this research study. There are causes of the low literacy rate of females at the secondary
level in district Panjgur. I critically analysed and investigated where results and findings came to
the point of selection that poverty, gender discrimination, security, transportation, social norms
and values, and government mismanagement were the most important causes and reasons why
government and society, teachers, intellectuals and parents roles always in all for the solution in
respect of ideas to get an education, benefits to get an education, provision of opportunity of

education and a way to eliminate low literacy in district Panjgur.

The government is to be the ultimate authority in this concern. If we want a gigantic shift
in this concern, we need a rudimentary and concrete effort by the government on a massive scale.
Nothing in the private sector can fund the wide field of primary education. So, we think that

without a special effort by the state, Pakistan will continue to crawl as it is now.

Itis easy to say that these are basic issues. They represented obstacles to the improvement
of literacy figures. These confirm the study's findings—however, the dimension of seeing these
changed. These factors are economic and social, as indicated in the assumption. Economics
constraints, for example, are a big issue. But if we find that it's a government responsibility. No
one can be as powerful as the government and its effective policies. Directly, the government can

eliminate the main reason, or the effect of that main reason can be finished.

The findings show that education assists us in understanding the world clearly and the difference

between good and bad. The ideas show that the literacy rate in Panjgur has improved much more
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than in the past. People are conscious of education, and they have a strong desire to be more
successful than others. They understand that without education, they cannot succeed in any field.
In another research, the same context and similar findings show that education externalities are
social or public benefits from the education of each individual that benefit others in the society in

both current and future generations (McMahon 2004).

Another finding of research work reported that illiteracy could end in Panjgur when
corruption ends in education; for example, the selection of teachers is not on a merit basis, due to
which unqualified teachers are hired. When properly trained and honest, teachers do their jobs
sincerely and perform their responsibilities. Secondly, the educational officers do their duties

properly and honestly when the merit will be revived.

Khan et al. (2021) require highly qualified teachers to influence a child's personality
better. First, there is a shortage of teaching staff at most schools, and second, the teachers they
employ are neither qualified nor trained enough due to such teachers resorting to old tutoring
techniques. It is a natural fact that the more schools have skilled teaching staff members, the more

chances of enrolling in schools are there.

This finding shows that illiteracy will never end until the people of Panjgur finish the
negative thoughts in their minds. They must give the same possibilities that the boys have, and
they should try to bring the girls to the same level as boys. Khan et al. (2021) further stated that
the reasons that prevent girls from getting an education are social taboos, tribal labels, etc. Besides,
girls also faced deranged attitudes regarding their education from the community and parents,
which can cause low enrolment in Balochistan schools. Shah and Shah (2012) supported the
current study's findings regarding the lack of school enrolment. Revealed that a lack of
educational facilities and poverty could lead to low enrolment in schools, which can lead to low
literacy, especially in girls' Education in Pakistan (Durrani, 2008; Westbrook, Pryor, Orr, & Durrani,
2013). Research work Findings declare that there are many dares for female to continue their
higher studies despite financial issues, expenses of schools, and poverty. Although we know the
government provides free education with only free textbooks through government sides. It is here
that, schools are far from houses, and without proper transportation, they cannot go, so they do

not have that much money to hire a taxi for their children.

In this research, the statement says there are many problems with girls' education in
society. Girls cannot go outside alone. Someone with her parents must be afraid to send their
females alone anywhere, but males can go alone anywhere, and there are transport issues. These
problems do not give females the path to educate themselves. According to Jamal (2016), He

stated that girls don't feel they go to school because of security and safety reasons. The parents
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also feel reluctant to send their daughter to school. Hence, it is concluded that these barriers and

cordons lead to low literacy among females in Balochistan.
Recommendation

Based on the study's findings, some important steps are recommended.

e The government should introduce a stipend to fulfil their educational need. Primarily
focusing on the government schools so that a cheaper education could be provided. This
should be conducted clearly in financing schemes to ensure proper implementation.

e There should be a state-supported social awareness campaign. The campaign should have
a religious dimension so that gender discrimination and misinterpretation can be
checked. The campaigns should be on a large scale.

e The schools should be restructured in terms of facilities. And transportation facilities
should be provided for the girls.

e Females' education is necessary for public awareness. The government should initiate a
door-to-door effort to educate the people about the benefits of sending daughters to
schools.

e Compulsory education should be free.

e Training of teachers must be done. There is a need to hire qualified and skilled teachers
in large numbers and build the capacity of the already hired teachers through professional

training programs.
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